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possession of it in Ms capacity of minister of police. He acquired by this means a claim on the gratitude of the prince, and a means of keeping him in dependence. It was this event which raised Decaze to the high offices he had filled.
It was a singular circumstance in the life of the unfortunate Louis XVI, that the twenty-first of the month seems to have been a date particularly ominous. On the 2ist of April, 1770, he married Marie Antoinette, whose want of popularity certainly contributed to his fall. On the 2ist of June following, a fete took place in honour of their nuptials, when fifteen hundred of his subjects lost their lives, by endeavouring, in an immense crowd, to push through a square at Paris, which had been a thoroughfare, but was at that time stopped, unknown to the populace. On the 2ist of January, 1791, he was arrested at Varennes. On the 2ist of September, 1792, he was dethroned, and royalty abolished in France ; and on the 2ist of January, 1793, he fell a victim to popular fury, innocent and without a crime.
Lord Strangford's, now Lord Penshurst's * grandfather, when very young, was, with Lord Shrewsbury,2 sent abroad by his aunt, and placed in a Catholic college at Liege, much against his inclinations. He was so very averse to the regulations and manners of the society, that the members of it at last thought proper to confine him in a tower of the building. During the campaigns in Flanders, a regiment, commanded by one of the Duke
1  Percy Sydney Clinton Smythe, first Baron Penshurst (1780-1855). Ambassador at Stockholm, Constantinople, and St. Petersburg.
2  Apparently Gilbert, thirteenth. Earl of Shrewsbury, de j.ure, who became a Catholic priest and died in 1743.   He succeeded to the earldom on the death of his cousin the Duke of Shrewsbury (1660-1717).ich a translation has been published by Mr. John Lane (1913).am 1776.
